6               '     '.     ''                                                           THE   GENERALS
did! thought, incarnated as a winged word, and for the time being still endowed with authority, so that the crowd believed in it.
The Royal Palace gave Berlin that focus which was lacking in Vienna. The Princes driving in their cars along the street, Bethmann Hollweg, the Chancellor, who in a speech had the audacity to recall Bismarck—they were all smiles. Yes, it was all like a celebration of victory. The Kaiser alone carried an anxious face through the streets.
Berlin was in the power of the Generals. When Szftgye'ny, at the last moment, tried to protest against the invasion of Belgium, the Foreign Office gave him this typically Prussian answer: "The Military have the word now; no one can interfere" Moltke dictated the political telegrams to the Foreign Office, as suggested to him by his own subordinates. It was not the statesman in charge who decided what should be sent out. The ideas of some colonel or other became the high political voice of the realm.
The General Staff ordained: "We wish to emphasise the fact that we are not taking possession of Belgian territory on some frivolous pretext. In t/iis war if is a question for Germany not only of her whole national existence^ hut also of the preservation and maintenance of German civilisation and principles as against uncivilised Slavdom."
A Note in this style was to be sent in clear to London "#j it will not do us any harm if this Note, by reason of its uncodedform, should become known also elsewhere" This Note, slightly altered, was in fact sent in clear and in English to London as an instruction—to the detriment of Germany, for official arrogance was thereby for the first time revealed to the eyes of a hostile world, and was held to be the general sentiment of a nation which, as a whole, was as peaceable as its neighbours.
Next day the political vision of the General  Staff embraced the whole earth. Moltke to Bethmann: "An insurrection has been initiated in Poland. Already our troops •                                         219
